Deuterium-labelled p-tyramine challenge test and phenolsulfotransferase activity in depressed patients--failure to replicate decreased p-tyramine conjugation in depression.
1. Depressed and normal subjects were challenged with deuterium-labelled p-tyramine and urine was collected for 3 h. 2. Urinary excretion of conjugated p-tyramine was not significantly different between normal, melancholic and non-melancholic depressed subjects. 3. Platelet phenolsulfotransferase activity to p-tyramine (p less than 0.05) and to phenol (p less than 0.005) were significantly lower in the depressed patients.